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Winter Dinner
Saturday 14 August 2021
At Cornerstone, Kerikeri

Come at 5.30pm for a 6.00pm Dinner
Bring your friends and family.
All food and drinks supplied for $25 per person

Come and enjoy a great meal and fun entertainment while also helping the
Kerikeri Girls Brigade fundraise to get some girls to Fonomarae, their
national jamboree, that is being held in January 2022, in Waikanae.
Tickets available from 17 July until 9 August from:
Jodie Cotton – 021 608 375 or news@kkup.org.nz
Sheryl – 0274 407 963
Michelle – 021 0829 4598
Mary – 021 722 938

Refugee and Disability Reflection
By Rev Saikolone Taufa
Two Sundays in June 2021, Refugee and Disability
Awareness were the focuse of our services of worship.
One might wonder, why should we need to participate
in drawing awareness for disability and why should we
be concerned about Refugees?
The Bible is filled with appeals to care for the needy,
vulnerable, marginalized, and oppressed people. The
Bible is also filled with that understanding that we will
be judged on how we care for others. The Followers of
Jesus Christ are called to be humble people, living lives
marked by mercy, justice, and hospitality. Therefore,
we have certain reasons to be highly motivated to seek
the protection and welfare of vulnerable people. We
have specific reasons to be highly motivated to seek
the protection and welfare of forcibly displaced
people.

But for me, personally, I have a particular reason why
I must take part in seeking the protection and welfare
of both disability and displaced people. Because both
have given us Christians, a different, but more
relevant understanding of the nature of God. And that
is, that God cares for the vulnerable and sided with
the oppressed and the marginalised.
From the deportation of Adam and Eve out of the
Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:23,24) to the final book of
the Bible written by John while in exile on the island
of Patmos, stories of vulnerable people and forced
displaced people run throughout Scripture. Sometimes
the causes are simple and other times complex. Some
people were forcibly displaced as a result of their own
choices and actions, while others were driven from
their homes in response to climate change/natural
disaster, conflict, famine, war and persecution. But
God response to these people can be summed up with

the words found in Leviticus 19:33, 34, “The alien living
with you in your land must be treated as one of your
native born. Love him as you love yourself...”
This is an affirmation that God cares for the
vulnerable and sides with the oppressed. This is
important for me, because, even when we know that
God cares for the vulnerable people and God expects
his people to care for them in substantial ways.
(including shelter, food, clothing, justice, and
hospitality). Even that, the Bible is also filled with an
understanding of God as one who is responsible for the
punishment of the wrong choices and actions done by
human beings. This understanding of God gave birth to
the assumption that human disability and human
displacement are some forms of punishment from God
for our choices and actions.
Our understanding of both cases has grown, and we
know more about the causes of both cases than
before, and we know now that each case has nothing to
do with God’s punishment. But what we understand
now, about human disability and human displacement,
both gives us a better appreciation of how God loves.
Both give us a new insight to the Love of God. They
both affirm the words of Psalm 138 “For though the
Lord is high, he regards the lowly; but the proud he
perceives them from far away”. This is not a new
insight – God always has the heart for the lowly. God
cares for the vulnerable
Even Jesus identified himself with the vulnerable
people, to the point of saying that when we invite a
stranger into our space, we welcome him (Matthew
25:35). In similar fashion, Jesus identified himself
with the hungry, the thirsty, those needing clothing,
the sick and the prisoner. Therefore, all followers of
Jesus are motivated to seek the protection and
welfare of the disabled people and the refugees
because by serving them, we serve Jesus. In a time of
multiple human displacement and disability, followers
of Jesus Christ would do well to rediscover our God‐
given responsibility and privilege to seek the
protection and welfare of effectively vulnerable
people in the world.
In Mark 4: 36 They cry out, “Teacher, do you not care
that we are perishing?" What is so amazing for me in
this story is that after calming the storm, Jesus
answers their question with another question: "Why
are you so afraid? Do you still have faith?” Jesus turns
their question of concern to address Jesus’ concern
about their lack of faith. What the disciples did
reveals in this situation is their own lack of faith or
their real understanding of who Jesus is. And Jesus
was more concerned with the disciples understanding

of Who he is and Who God is. The disciples might have
had some understanding of who Jesus is, but it is
obvious that it was not relevant for the situation and
Jesus was overly concerned about it.
As Christians, even long-time Christians, we often
unexpectedly find ourselves getting caught up in the
storms of our lives: a loved one dies, we lose a job, our
family is falling apart, we are depressed, or we get
stressed out from all that life has dealt us. We often
find ourselves in that place of vulnerability. Being
disabled. We are tossed and thrown for a loop, and we
do not know how we will respond until we face such
fierce situations. There are places in our lives that are
filled with uncertainty and with great fear.
This passage speaks to people of faith who are being
swept away by the currents of life and beaten down by
the waves of the storms. Jesus speaks up to those of
us who, for whatever reason, lack faith or have
irrelevant understanding of God. God’s love is
unconditional, and God cares for each one of us.
That is the contribution of our new understanding of
God’s nature, that God loves us unconditionally. From
my experience – the most comforting knowledge – is
knowing that I am loved by God and others, even if my
life had been disabled and been displaced by so many
things.
In today’s world, what we know is ever-changing and
we would be foolish to make strong statements about
what is or is not true, yet there are some things we
say we do know. Some things factual, accurate
according to data of our own experienced. And that is,
God loves us unconditionally.
This love of God, we do we know.
We do know that God is concerned, even when we do
not perceive God's presence, that God is concerned
with the multiple abuse of disabled people and the
multitude of displaced people in our world. We do know
that God’s heart, it moves more closely to those who
are marginalised by our human system and attitudes.
Therefore, our hearts should beat more loudly when
our paths cross
with those who
are vulnerable
This heart of
God,
we
do
know. Amen

Parish Council Report
There has been a lot happening over the last few months within the
parish, which is great to see.
The Pastoral Team held a community morning tea on 19 May, which
was well attended. The report and photos are in this newsletter.
The gardening group has had a working bee to clean up the gardens
and do more planting around Cornerstone. Thank you to all those who
have been involved and continue to maintain the gardens. They look
great.
The Parish Council has also been working on creating a quiet space
for people to sit quietly and reflect. It has been suggested that the
Peace Garden be set up for this purpose during the warmer and
dryer months, so watch this space. They are still trying to work out
where and if there could be space made for this inside Cornerstone,
but with so many bookings this is still being looked at.
A member of the church has suggested that we look at the options
of putting a cross on the top of Cornerstone that could be lit up at
night and seen from the roads around, like it was at the old building.
The issue that has arisen is where and how to light it as getting onto
the roof to change light bulbs is a dangerous task. Therefor the
members of the Parish Council would like your suggestions as to
where we could place the cross and how you think we would be best
to light it. Please place any suggestions in the suggestion box at
Cornerstone.

A LITTLE PRAYER
When life gets a bit rough,
and the challengers of daily living hurt,
there is a place I can go to
in my imagination…
A little chapel set in a beautiful garden
amid trees tall and reaching high.
Quiet peace and comfort wrap around me
in the strength flowing from the Spirit’s arms.
Thank you, Lord, for always being there for me.
You have calmed my soul.
I can cope now. Amen
Jean Andrewes

The Kaeo Property Committee are working on upgrades to the
Wesleydale Church building which includes upgrading the outside
doors, and refurbishing the pews and woodwork in the church itself.
They are working on getting the funds for the project and look
forward to seeing these upgrades.
God’s Kids (Sunday School) – Mary continues to do a great job
having things ready for the kids that arrive at church. If there is
anyone who feels that they may be able to help Mary on the
occasional Sunday, please get in contact with her. The program is
already there, and most things are supplied.
Car boot Sales – These are going well. There are less stalls at this
time of year due to the weather but this is normal.
Girls Brigade – This is going great. At the end of term 1 they
finished with 11 girls but since the beginning of term 2 they have
had new girls every week, which has seen their numbers jump to 21
girls. This is great to see.
They also continue to fundraise to get down to Fonomarae, their
national jamboree which will be held 9-15 January 2022 in Waikanae.
Impact Northland and Hope Group Youth Groups are still going well.
We hope you are all keeping well.

Retirement Village Services For
July and August 2021
Kauri Lodge – 11.00am
Friday 23 July
Friday 27 August
Kerikeri Retirement Village – 4.00pm
Sunday 25 July
Sunday 29 August
Newsletters:

Have you come across any inspirational sayings,
meaningful stories? Do you have any news or know of
any up-and-coming events that would be great to
advertise in this newsletter?
If so, don’t forget to send
them in. Please send it to news@kkup.org.nz

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Kaeo Kerikeri Union Parish Contact List
Parish Phone Number
09 407 8250
Parish Postal Address
P. O. Box 166, Kerikeri 0245
Administration (Suzanne)
admin@kkup.org.nz
Assistant (Jodie / News Items)
news@kkup.org.nz
Bookings for the Buildings
Website: www.kkup.org.nz/bookings
Phone: 09 407 8250
Email Bookings: bookings@kkup.org.nz

Ministry Team
Saikolone Taufa (Minister)

021 0268 8103
minister@kkup.org.nz
Bev Tayler
09 401 6625 or 027 562 2211
Alan Robinson
09 405 0688 or 022 307 6922
Kerikeri Pastoral Care
Jessica Scott
09 407 5555 or jomscott2@gmail.com

Community Morning Tea Report
The Community Morning Tea held at Cornerstone last May was much enjoyed by those who
attended. The food was provided by the Pastoral Team (Kay, Christina, Michelle, Ngaire and
Jessica) who also waited on the tables.
Kevin Gough gave a very interesting talk on Tourism which the audience really enjoyed. This
included how the Christchurch Earthquake had affected the city and some interesting facts
about the Christchurch Cathedral rebuild. Kevin also talked to us about how the Qualmark
rating for accommodation work. Did you know that they have different criteria for each type
of accommodation? E.g. Backpackers 4* rating is different to hotel 4* ratings. This is only a
few things that Kevin talked to us about. We hope he will come back again to talk to us. His
knowledge of tourism was first class. 30 people attended the morning tea which is the highest
number yet. It is hoped more people will come along in the future.

Calendar
Weekly / Regular Church Events
Sunday Services 9.30am
11.15am
Bible Study
1.15pm
Car Boot Sale
7.30am
Girls Brigade
3.30pm

Kerikeri Worship – Cornerstone, 144 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri
Kaeo Worship – Wesleydale Memorial Church, Leigh Street, Kaeo
Mondays at Cornerstone, Kerikeri.
2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month.
Thursday during the school terms.

Other Events
July 2021
Fri 2
Wed 7
Sun 11
Tues 20
Fri 23
Sun 25
Wed 28

6.30pm
12.30pm
9.30am
7.00pm
11.00am
4.00pm
1.00pm

Home Group – Ring Michelle (021 082 94598) for more details
Cornerstone Management Meeting
Communion Service
Parish Council at Cornerstone, Kerikeri
Kauri Lodge Service hosted by Kaeo-Kerikeri Union Parish
Retirement Village Service hosted by Kaeo-Kerikeri Union Parish
Finance And Property Committee Meeting

12.30pm
6.30pm
9.30am
5.30pm
7.00pm

Cornerstone Management Meeting
Home Group – Ring Michelle (021 082 94598) for more details
Communion Service
Church Winter Dinner and Entertainment (details on front of this newsletter)
Parish Council at Wesleydale, Kaeo
Material for September/October Newsletter Due
Kauri Lodge Service hosted by Kaeo-Kerikeri Union Parish
Retirement Village Service hosted by Kaeo-Kerikeri Union Parish

August 2021
Wed 4
Fri 6
Sun 8
Sat 14
Tues 17
Fri 20
Fri 27
Sun 29

11.00am
4.00pm

Kerikeri Sunday Rosters
4 July
11 July
18 July
25 July
1 August
8 August
15 August
22 August
29 August

Door and Tea Duty
Helen & Linda
Arlene & Mary
Gage & John
Trevor & Neville
Michelle & Akisi
Helen & Linda
Elaine & Ian
Arlene & Mary
Gage & John

Readers
Neil
Kay
Diane
Akisi
Jean
Jan
Bob
Christina
Joy

Communion Prep
Ngaire & Brian

Bev & Bob

Flowers
Jenny / Karen
Jenny / Karen
Joan
Joan
Mary
Mary
Jenny / Karen
Jenny / Karen
Joan

Lectionary Readings
4 July
11 July
18 July
25 July
1 August
8 August
15 August
22 August
29 August

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
2 Samuel 6:1-5 ,12b-19
2 Samuel 7:1-14a
2 Samuel 11:1-15
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14
1 Kings 8: (1, 6, 10-11), 2230, 41-43
Songs of Solomon 2:8-13

Psalms 48
Psalms 24
Psalms 89:20-37
Psalms 14
Psalms 51:1-12
Psalms 130
Psalms 111
Psalms 84

2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Ephesians 1:3-14
Ephesians 2:11-22
Ephesians 3:14-21
Ephesians 4:1-16
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
Ephesians 5:15-20
Ephesians 6:10-20

Mark 6:1-13
Mark 6:14-29
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
John 6:1-21
John 6:24-35
John 6:35, 41-51
John 6:51-58
John 6:26-69

Psalms 45:1-2, 6-9

James 1:17-27

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15,
21-23

